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Introduction

Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) refers to interactions between humans and wildlife that result in

adverse consequences for both. India, known for its rich biodiversity, faces increasing challenges
in managing HWC due to rapid urbanization, deforestation, and climate change. As human
populations encroach on wildlife habitats, competition for resources intensifies, leading to crop
and livestock losses, human injuries, fatalities, and negative perceptions towards conservation

efforts.

Causes of Human-Wildlife Conflict Several factors contribute to HWC in India, including:

1. Habitat Loss and Fragmentation: Deforestation, agricultural expansion, and
infrastructure development reduce available wildlife habitats, forcing animals into human
settlements.

2. Resource Competition: Increased competition for food, water, and space leads to
conflicts, particularly with species like elephants and big cats.

3. Human Behaviour and Attitudes: Local perceptions of wildlife, historical experiences,
and socio-economic conditions influence conflict intensity.

4. Wildlife Ecology and Behaviour: Population dynamics, territoriality, and adaptability to

human landscapes play a role in shaping interactions.

Impacts of Human-Wildlife Conflict

HWC has multiple consequences:
1. Socio-Economic Impacts: Crop and livestock losses, human injuries and fatalities,

increased poverty, and reduced food security.

142


mailto:sagarchaudhary0525@gmail.com

BioThink, Vol -2, Issue -2
ISSN: 3048-7943

2. Ecological Impacts: Declining wildlife populations, habitat degradation, and disruption
of ecosystem services.
3. Psychological and Social Impacts: Fear, anxiety, resentment towards wildlife, social

conflicts, and reduced well-being.

Mitigation Strategies

Efforts to reduce HWC involve:

1. Prevention Measures: Physical barriers (fences, trenches), deterrents (lights, sounds),
improved land use planning, and crop/livestock management.

2. Compensation and Incentive Schemes: Government and community-based programs
providing financial support to affected communities.

3. Awareness and Education Programs: Promoting coexistence through media
campaigns, workshops, and school curricula.

4. Community-Based Conservation Approaches: Engaging local communities in wildlife
protection, joint forest management, and sustainable livelihoods.

Challenges and Opportunities

HWC management in India faces challenges such as lack of comprehensive data, inadequate
compensation mechanisms, and limited community participation. However, opportunities exist to
improve conservation through scientific research, innovative conflict resolution strategies, and
strengthening legal frameworks.
Conclusion

Human-wildlife conflict poses a significant threat to biodiversity conservation and human well-
being in India. Addressing this issue requires a multi-faceted approach integrating ecological,
socio-economic, and policy-based interventions. By fostering coexistence strategies and
promoting sustainable development, India can work towards reducing HWC while ensuring the

long-term survival of its diverse wildlife.
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